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Case Presentation
A 61 year old woman developed acute onset horizontal 

diplopia, a left sided Horner’s syndrome and bilateral vertical 
gaze palsy.  Brain MRI showed an acute infarct in the right medial 
thalamus (Figure 1). Lobster, which was previously enjoyable, 

tasted poorly and lost its appeal approximately two weeks 
following the infarct. Enjoyment of other food was unimpaired. 
Olfaction remained intact. No new or concurrent medications 
could be implicated in engendering such symptoms, and the 
patient had no history of exposure to chemotherapeutic agents. 
Taste to salt sweet on the anterior and posterior aspects of 
all regions of the tongue remained intact. She was also able to 
discern salt water, sugar water, lemon juice and chocolate when 
presented to her in a blinded fashion. The ventroposteromedial 
nuclei are the somatosensory relays for taste, with gustatory 
sensation mediated by the parvicellular division of the VPM [1,2]. 
To our knowledge this is first description of a unilateral right 
sided thalamic lesion altering the hedonic perception of once 
pleasant gutastory stimuli.
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Figure 1: Diffusion weighted imaging showing an acute infarct in the 
right medial thalamus.
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